
WASHINGTON CITY.
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TERRIBLE CATASTROPHE .TftE LOSS OF THE
STEAMER CENTRAL AMERICA.

Tke suspense iu the public mind Hi regwd to the
trussing steamer Central America haa at length terminated.andthe tennination is truly appalling. It
will be soeii by a brief despatch in our telegraphic
column, from Charleston, that intelligence has reachedthat port of the ill-fated steamer. She foundered
al tea off Cop* Ikititra* on the 12th of September. Sixty
passengers were saved. The remainder, estimate*,
at five hundred, perished in the sea. This is by far
one of t lie most uppalling disasters that we have
ever been called upon to record. Some days must
elapse before the particulars of mis fearful calamity
can reach us.

The Central Ameses was Commanded by Captain
\V. L. Herad<&, of United States navy, whose
explorations of ihe Amazon have made his name familiarfa the scientific world of Europe and America.
H« Was a native of Fredericksburg, Virginia, and
was regarded as one of the bravest and most accomplishedofficers of our uavy. His loss will be widelyand deeply deplored.
The number of passengers stated to have been lost

we believe to be under estimated, as the Empire City
reported that the Central America had on board seven
hundred passengers. Her crew could not have been
less than one hundred, and, if the number of survivorsis given correctly, there is too much reason to
believe that nearly men hundred and fifty lives were

lost by this frightful disaster.
INDIANS AND NEGROES.

Of the countless tribes of real native Americans
who inhabited that part of the continent within our nationaljurisdiction, only about halfa million Indians are

Him j cuuuiiiug. in v firs, mostly among tnemseives,
and che diseases Incident to their situation and relationsto toe European rat -a, the residue have perished.Unless as preserved in tradition, and in a limitednumber of printed volumes, even the names of
hundreds of tribes have been forgotten or lost. But
many of the noble, brave, and generous of the race

survive, scattered mostly between Niagara and the
Rocky mountains and the Pacific coast. Those east
of the great cataract have mostly disappeared with
the advance of the whites, and few are uow left east
of the Mississippi, and they are diminishing in numbers
west of it. Under our constitution wc have a broad
power to regulate our intercourse with those who
remain. By treaties and legislation wo can operate,
with almost unlimited effect, upon their present and
future interests and welfare. Whatever human philanthropycan accomplish in educating and civilizing
them, and sheltering them from the wide-spread
evils which abandoned whites scatter broadcast, is
within the undisputed authority of the national government.Here is a broad field for the exercise of
the best motives and kindest influences which characterizethe white man's impulses and energies. Let
him shelter and protect the red man, teach him how
to live and to become civilized, and to worship the
true God. Instead of driving him from the continentand extinguishing his noble and manly race

with vices which follow civilization, instruct him in
our virtues, and make him, whom no power could enslaveor humble, our equal, and perpetuate his race

with its increased and multiplied virtues.
Having taken from him, through rightand through

wrong, a continent once rightfully his, and reduced
his red family to a limited circle, let us unite in doing
whatever wisdom and philanthropy may dictate to
protect i>nd preserve him and them In future, and
elevate him as high as persevering ingenuity cau

raise him. Both policy and duty demand this at
our hands.
The negro differs as widely from the red man as

from the white. Like the white man, he came here
not to possess his own, but to occupy, in conjunctionwith him, the domains of the original red owner.

The negro loft his native land not because he had
not the right to remain and enjoy it, but because
be became the subject of power, first of his own

countrymen in selling, and then of tho whites in buyinghim, without regard to his personal rights, interests,or wishoB, and ho and his descendants becameresidents in America, Aud servants to another
and controlling race. In framing our national institutionsthe importations from abroad of persons to
be held to service, after a limited period, was foreverprohibited. Except provision for surrender of
those escaping from one State to another, all control
over this class was left with the respective States
for their exclusive management and control, aud
each State acts for itself, with responsibility neither
to her sisters nor the federal government. No effort,
however common or extended in other States or in
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either party in a single instance. Each State must
and will act for herselfwith referenco to her own views
of right and duty, and is responsible to herself
alone.

Iu this condition of things, it cannot fail to strike ail
sensible and fair minds with special wonder that the
the Indian, whose domain we occupy, with all his claim
to our sympathy, is overlooked and forgotten, and
those of the negro alone clamorously urged upon the 1

consideration of the national government. What the
government can constitutionally and lawfully do for <
the aborigines.the real native American.attracts >

no consideration and demuida no action; while, in '<

relation to the negro, Congress and the people are <

clamorously called upon to do what neither has the
least right to perform. Newspapers teein with in- '

cendiary articles, and demagogues rave with frantic,
declamatory rant, in relation to what they cannot «

constitutionally or lawfully change, while both sleep ]
over the receding opportunity to extend the saving
hand to Nature's noble red man, whose race is coolly
left to disappear with the setting sun, and to live
only in legends and poetry. The American negro,whose positiou is happier and more elevated than
he kings and emperors of his former native land,
and who would not return there to become their
equal, commands a noisy, wordy sympathy, while
the rights of the American forest prince and his kindred,and our duty to them, fail to awaken even
common solicitude. Whv is fliiut Th*

easily understood. Political considerations consti-
tute tho difference. No political party can attain
power by espousing, with special seal, the cause of
the red man. All can agree to obtain and use hie
lands, crowding him towards sunset, whether he
there finds n resting place or not. But the negro in
servitude is ill one end of the Union, and it is expect-
ed to arouse u sectional feeling against that portiou

3 I
of the reptlblio, and those holding him iu bondage.
Thi» is a cheap patriotism, deemed harmless at

houie, aud which cuts off no speculation. Those 1

engaged in this warfare have no more aflTection for d

the negro than for the red inau. They hope to at- 9
tain political power, caring no more for the negro 1

than the Indian, nor anything for the consequences *

to our institutions which may result from their llle- §
gal acts.

_____

NEW SOIIIH W'.;.KK
Among the pltyln.thent questions to l>e brought beforeUn* colouisi Parliament of New Bouth Wales,

'which it was expected would commence its session t<
towards the end of last month, the readjustment of t;
the representative system, the management of the f
crown lands, adequate educational provisions, and 1
some new liscal measures are deeply agitating the 5
public mind in the colony. A more regular and exactcommunication with England is greatly desired,
and the Pacific route from Panama is again occupying ^

a large share of attention. The public revenues of a

the colony are increasing, credit is good, aud many sj
articles of irtiport of largo consumption arc selling at £
advanced prices. cl
The value of the imports into New Bouth Wales

for the first four months of this year was $9,316,675, ^
against $8,906,840 in the corresponding period of 8

1856. The value of exports was $5,208,480, against L

$6,670,950 in the corresponding period of 1856. This

falling off is owing to heavy floods which prevented «

transport in the interior, ami an epidemic among p
sheep which destroyed many thousands, and will re- fi
duce the yield of wool fully 6,000 bales.
As the direct trade between the United Btates and n

this extensive wool-growing colony is annually in* ti
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under the operation of our new tariff, we present be- j,
low the existing tariff of duties on imports, premising h

a lew general remarks 011 the commercial relations f('
between the United States and New South Wales.
Prior to 1836 there wore 110 official returns or other
evidences of any trade between the two countries. v

That year six vessels bearing the American flag ^
entered the harbor of Sydney with cargoes valued at

869,510, and carrying homeward freights to the value
of 892,970. From that period to 1850 but little advancewas made either in the import or export trade
of that colony, if we except the year 1841, the re- u]
turns for Which year show the following results : si
Number of American vessels entered the i>orts of New v

South Wales, 13 ; aggregntc tonnage 4,754 **

Value of exports from the United States $176,410 111

Value of exports to the United States 24,185 1'
In 1852 the value of exports from the United f

States to New South Wales was.. 148,450 'r

Value of imports into United States from Newd<
South Wales 24,405 w

In 1853 the value of exports from the Uni- "

ted States to New South Wales wus 1,093,975 ''
Value of imports into United States from New w

South Wales. 15,140 j S1
The great discrepancy between the exports to and p

imports from New South Wales arises in a great U
T

measure from the duty to which the wool of that

colony has heretofore been subjected under former
tariffs, the total exemption irom duty or this article

in Groat Britain drawing to the ports of that king- "

(loin the large bulk of the quantity produced, aver- 11

aging, during the four years ending with 1853, 14,- T(l

246,239 pounds per year. i 1'
The articles which our merchants could advanta- ai

geously ship to New South Wales are wearing ap- °'

parel. bags and sacks, cheese, candles, (tallow and ai

sperm,) coffee, preserves, drugs and medicines, salt
fish, flour and biscuit, furniture, glassware, hard- c<

ware, and ironware, leather manufactures, linens,
provisions, spirits, (chiefly rum and whiskey,) sta- ei

tiouery and books, sugar, tobacco, woodenware, te

watches and clocks, and general notions.
Tariff of duties levied on imjiorts into jV<u> SoulA Wales.

Spirits.brandy and gin per gallon, $2 40 in

whiskey, rum, and other spirits do 1 68 fc
spirits, cordials, or strong

waters, sweetened or mixed i 1'

with any other article so that si
the degree of strength cannot ((
tic ascertained by Sykes's hydraulics- do 2 40

perfumed spirits do1 08 (J
wine containing more than 25

per cent, of alcohol, of a spc- *'

ciflc gravity of .825 at the I o]
temperature of 60° of Fahrenheit'sthermometer, for
every gallon, In proportion Bl
to strength do 4

wine not containing more than i sc
25 per ceut., &c. do48ec

Ale, porter, and beer ofall sorts in wood- do2 w

do do do In bottles do 4a
Tea per pound, 6 er

Sugar.refined and candy jiercwt., 1 60 te
unrefined . do 1 20 a

Treacle and molasses do80
Coffee and chicory per pouud, 4 jx
Cigars - - '-- do 72 ai
Tobacco and snuff do48hi
On exports there are no duties.
In regard to the best means of promotiug the com- w

mercial relations of the United States with this col- sp
ony, a correspondent at Sydney informs the Departmentof State that "the abolition of-the duty on wool
imported into the United States would have a tenden- cc

cy materially to augment the trade between the two th
countries, as then ships bringing cargoes from the si<
United States would readily obtain return cargoes of or

an article of large consumption there, and would thus
idd not only to the profits of those who might bo di- ^

rectly engaged in the trade, but would also coutrib-
ute to the prosperity of one of the most important m

branches of our manufactures, and more remotely to ^
llwi rrannral wolfurA nf fill llwl liuf l'l'.ll liliruillfu ill mil*
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jountry. Another, and 110 doubt the most importHit,step which could be taken for promoting the
jommercial interests of our country in this region be
would be the establishment of steam communication wi

between the two countries by way of Panama.*'
If the explorations and surveys now being made

>n the isthmus of Panama, and which, from the re- Ba

ports recently published in the leading journals of 0t
the United States, should result, as they are likely to 0f
Jo, in solving the problem of interoceanic cemmuni- H0
nation between the Atlantic and Pacific, this direct ta
route to New couth YY ales, (hum, and the bast In- jj,
lies would *oon become tlie world's thoroughfare,
utd the Suez canal would eventually be abandoned. ro
I'lie successful completion of a ship-canal across the (;j
iHthnius of Darien, whether along the bed of the g,
river Chagres as high up as Graces, and thence to w
the bay of Panama, as now contemplated, or by any vj
more feasible or practicable route, would produce a

complete revolution in the commercial movements of an

Christendom. '

iir u'
SENATOR BIOLKR. th

This distinguished gentleman arrived in this city
yesterday, and is stopping at Willard's llotel. His
inunerons friends here and elsewhere will be pleased ^

to learn that he is in the enjoyment of excellent jj]
health and spirits. I K<-

THE MAINE KLBCTION
Maine held her Htato election on Monday last, the

4th instant, and the result thus far shoWs heavy
emocratic gains. At the presidential election the
tate weut for Fremont by about 25,000 majority,
'he vote stood thus :

remont """ - *1 t>~iV
39,080fllinore 8,896

42,406
Sectional majority over ail other* 24,970
Dodo Buehahatt 28,290

He turns by telegraph have been received from 175
owns, which give Morrill (black-republican) auiajoriyof 8,060 votes over Smith (democrat) for governor,
lamlin's majority last year from the same towns was

3,234 ; thus showing a republican loss this year of

,174.
The Bangor tTuiou of Tuesday morning says :
" The election passed off quietly (u this city, and we

elieve throughout the State, yesterday. 'Hie democracy
ut forth no effort and relied siiuply upon the natural re
ction of the people, while the republicans had their chief
peakers in the field with some imported thunder. The
esult we lay before our readers, so far as received hy
ilegraph Inst evening, which is of the most cheering
haracter.
" While the vote generally lias falleu off. as, for in

tance, 1,168 in this city, the net democratic gain hast
een very large. In seventy-eight towns the net gain is
,400. In this ratio throughout the 8tate the net derooraticgain will be 20,000. Hie democratic minority last
ear was 31,196.
" In several cities and towns the democratic galu Is

specially gratifying.Bangor 360, Bath 830, Bocklarid,
he nest of Kalloch and Fessenden, 450, Gardiner 403,
'ortland 658, Blddeford 403, Ellsworth 248. In o^lv
ve towns of the 78 towns referred to have the republlansmade a gain, and that of only 85 votes.
" In Penobscot county we hare made a gain of three

epresentatlves, In Kenduskeag, Exeter, and Hcrtnon disricts,and probably have gained six, iri place of done last
ear.

The democracy have reason to rejoice at the cheer
lgprospect of the wane of sectionalism in this State. It

as reached its maximum, and must now be growing
iraall by degrees and lieautifully leas.' Let us take heart
>r the future of Maine !''
The Portland Argus of the same day says :
'' The vote of the State will fall 20,000 short of the

ote of last year. While the vote for Mr. Smith will
>me up to that for Gov. Wells last year, the vote for Mor11will not come up to Hamlin's by many thousands."

THE CANVASS IN MASSACHUSETTS.
The canvass in Massachusetts lias fairly opened,

lie Boston Post of Wednesday says :
' 'llic democracy of Boston made their first gmnd rally

f the present political campaign last evening in State
reet, and for several hours the greatest enthusiasm presilodin that locality. The delegations from the various
ictions of the city began to assemble at an early hour,
ad at 8 o'clock there was a very large number of persons
resentf. In a short time they entirely filled the square
t the east end of the old State-hoUBe, and extended even
ito the numerous avenues leading therefrom. As the
emocrats from various wards appeared in procession they
ould lie liailcd with cheers of welcome from those of
leir brcthrch who had already token their positions to
car the speakers of the evening. The Brigade Band
ere playing some of their most enlivening airs, and a

rand display of fireworks, with Bengal lights at the top
f the building, gave to tlie locality a very brilliant apearancc.A11 around was to be seen a "sea of upturned
cos"'.far in front and to the extreme right and left,
here were at least 5,000 persons present."
The sentiment uttered by the speakers (continues
le Post) was of tho right stamp ; " it was uniformly
i favor of standing by tlie democratic flag, and treatigthe two factions as one oneiny ; and this sentiicntmet with a most cordial response from tho peole.The speeches referred to more particularly in
nothor place were from gentlemen of different parts
f the Commonwealth, and showed the harmony that
aimates tlie democrats of the State."
We learn by telegraph that tho democratic State
invention, which met on Wednesday lust, nominated
y acclamation K. 1). Beach, of Springfield, for gov-
rnor, and Albert Currier, of Newburyport, for lieumantgovernor.

HON? J. A. QUITMAN.
The Natchez Froe Trader announces the departreof Gen. Quitman from that city on the 1st inst.

>r the Hot Springs, in Arkansas, for the purpose of
;cruitiug his health, which has been impaired ever

ncc his return from Washington city. He expects
> be absent two weeks, after which he will enter

:tively in the canvass for Congress in his district,
p to this time the "old hero" has 110 opponent,
id it seems to be understood that he is not to be
pposed.
The Little Rock (Arkansas) True Democrat of the

tli inst. has the following :

Hoy. Jon* A. Quitman..Wherever this distinguished
ildier and statesman may go in the South, ho is greet*
I with the warmest feelings of his countrymen. On his
ay to the Hot. Springs in this Stat*!, last week, lie spent
day or two in our city, and was waited upon very genallyl>y our citizens, and had all the respect and coursyshown him to which his eminent services to the
uintry so deservedly entitle him.
Gen. Quitman is a candidate again to represent the
:ople of Mississippi in Congress, and will be triumphltlyelected. In all the high positions lie has occupied
; has discharged his duty witli ability, fidelity, and to
ic entire satisfaction of the people.
Gen. Quitman visits the Hot Springs for his health,
id we trust his hopes of a restoration may be fully and
eedily fulfilled.

THE MNV1SS IK OHIfl

The Ironton (Ohio) Spirit of the Times, in its ac>untof the late democratic mass meetings there,
ius alludes to the speech delivered 011 that occaonby Mr. Payne, the democratic candidate for govnorof Ohio :

"Mr. Payne took a survey of parties in this State, and of
e issues presented by each. His most prejudiced oppointscannot but admit that be discussed the measures
id the issues of the day in a fair, dignified, and able
miner. Every topic was handled well ; every question
oroughly sifted before it was passed over. At each point
issue, the authorities were cited so conclusive that no

om was loft for cavil or further doubt.
" Mr. Payne made a good impression here. Ho will

it the votes of influential men who have never supirtcda democratic candidate for governor. And he will
the next chief magistrate of Ohio ! Sciota county

ill give him a majority worthy of himself."

LAUNCH OV THE GREAT EA8TEHN.
The. Canadian (London) News of the 2d instant

,ya it is authorized to state that the (treat Eastern

eamship "will he launched in the find spring tides
next month, (October.) The day is not as yet ablutelyfixed, but this important event will probably
ke place on Monday, the 5th of that month. The
les will be highest on that day."
The same journal describes with minuteness a

ut.e of pleasure travel through the United Htales to

licagn and 8t. Louis, and which is extended ou the

nropcan continent to Germany and Switzerland, for
hich "Great Eastern tourist tickets" arc to he proded:

" This tour can l»e accomplished (Mir) from New York
id Imck in about eight weeks, including the two pasgeeacross the Atlantic ; but to those less pressed for
ne It can be advantageously extended to from eleveu to
irteen weeks. The cost of a Hrst-class tourist ticket for
e whole excursion of a little under 0,000 miles will 1*
out £H0 sterling, or (sayi $280.
'' Arrangcmcnts arc also in progress for a more exudedtour, which, in addition to the foregoing, and at
Increased cost of about $100, will probably comprise

spies, Rome, Florence, Genoa, Turin, and Milan, totnerwith the passage across the Alps by Klmplon."

DEPARTMENT NEWf,

«AT* 1NCPAJHMMT.
fratti/vrl un Utt Mauu WnOur, Stock,, fair, fir.- A

x>rrespondent at Frankfort, under date of Mth August.
writ* 1^*1 ill* weather has become a trifle more cool;
but the drought still continues, and even the grapes arc

nffrring for moisture. The potato crop has seriously
fallen off. it is now supposed the crop will bv a meagre
one and at an inferior quality. Wheat, rye, tobacco, and
grape crops are good whilst others are Inferior and
those for the sustchance of cattle are almost an entire
failure. Htill, as bread arid wine ate likely to be abundant,the harvest is generally called a good one.

The stock exchange lias exhibited great dullness within
the last few weeks, owing to considerable declines in
other markets. The sensitiveness of the exchange exhibitsa want of a healthy confidence. The Bank of Ber<lln lias followed the example of the banks of Frankfort
lUld Amsterdam by advancing the rate of discount. To!day the market has recovered a little, owing to better
quotations from Vieuua, but capitalists at large appear to
t>e expecting a further decline and better chances for ma|king investments.
The troubles in India begin to excite a good share of

attention. It is feared a large market is closed for a

long time, and that there will be a drain of silver for the
Fast.

Tlie Frankfort Fair opens to-day. The city is more
crowded than ever known. Besides those called here by
commerce, the number of travellers is unusually large.

In America the great fires occur in the large cities.
In Germany the most destructive fires take place in the
agricultural villages, where the dwellings arc mingled
with the stables and tarns In which are stored the corn,
hay, &c. Within the last few weeks several calamitous
fires have taken place in the neighboring governments,
by Which entire villages have been consumed, with the
whole stock of provisions, leaving the inhabitants de!|>endcnt on the charity of their neighbors. Harbock,
on the Moselle, was totally destroyed, and on Sunday
lust the village of Oberolm, near Mayence, had 300 build|
lngt burned down, and more than one hundred families
loft destitute.

INTKillOlt DEI'ABTUEXT.
Land Salts. .The President has signed proclamations

for the mile of about 2,500,000 acres of the public lands
iu the State of California about 450,500 acres in the
State of Missouri; and for the sale of the unlocnted
tracts in the Sioux half-breed reservation on lake Pepin,
in the Territory of Minnesota. The sales in California
will take place in the month of May next; those in Mis-
souri and Minnesota in March next.

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.
The Western papers (says the Little Rock Democrat)of all parties speak in the highest terms of the

Postmaster General. He is "winning golden opinionsfrom all sorts of people" throughout the West

by his promptness and efficiency in meeting the postalnecessities of the Mississippi valley, ilr. Buchananhas truly been fortunate in his selection of
his Postmaster General.
The following in relation to the mails in Mouth Arkansaswe clip from the Washington Telegraph :
" Our Mails and Facilities tor Travel..The PostmasterGeneral, we learn from reliable data, has authorized

three additional trips a week on the stage route from this
place to Gaines' Landing, which give us a mail to that point
six times a week instead of tri-wockly, as heretofore."

IMPORTANT FROM ST. DOMINGO.
We are indebted to the New York Herald for the

following letter :

Port au Prince, August 25, 1857.
The arrival of three vessels from Boston with cargoes

of provisions, and all on the point of discharging, has
caused a slight fall in our market, which up to this momenthas been in a healthy state. Coffee is nominally
l| 14(1, but with very little offering ; the deliveries for the
week scarcely reaching 1,800 bags.
During the absence of Mr. Lewis, the United Htales

consul for this port, Mr. Henry Byron officiates, and
signs himself ns acting commercial agent for Hayti.
Au edition of the Monitcur, the government paper, issuedon the 22d inst., after giving an account of the

manifesto of the people of Santiago. a document that
many Havtiens had already read in the New York Herald,tiles of which arrive by every vessel.goes on to
say :
The troops of the province of Cibito encountered IViez

while on the march towards the south, for the purpose of
joining their forces with those of a neighboring State that
had also declared in iavor of the insurgents. Although
inferior in numbers, they maintained their position until
the arrival of reinforcements, when they drove back the
St. Domingo troops with some loss. ,

General Puello was taken prisoner, and to save himself
from a similar disgrace a colonel is said to have destroyed
himself.
The leading organ of the revolutionists asserts that the

war is one of principle, and directed only against Prosi-
dent Baess and his small faction. The same authority
states that in eight days the provisional armies will sur-
round the city of St. Domingo. j
The provisional government have issued a declaration ,

to all the i>artisans of Bacz that a free pardon is granted, ]
II W1Willi U IX1UUI1 U»ic UICJ BIUO "IWI Hlv I v-J'U Ullvnil JNHty.To some persons this pardon is extended provided
they remain inactive.

1 have been kindly furaislied with a letter which containsthe following significant sentence : "President Baes
has lreen obliged to leave St. Domingo, and all is again
quiet: the provisional government are occupied in selectinga competent chief.''
The Haytien government, as fur as I can ascertain, has

not yet taken any decided stand, although still recruiting
soldiers.
We have further intelligence from St. Domingo by the

way of l'aris. The Journal da Havre of September 2
says:

" Letters from Port au Prince, received by the steamer
Ia Plata, while confirming the report of the revolution
against President lines in the Dominican republic, announcethat tho insurgents have appealed to the Emperor
Kaustin to obtain his aid, and wish to be nnnexed to the
empire of Havti. In answer to this appeal, the Emperor
Sonlouquc was assembling his army near Connives, where
he was expected at the latest dates.''
The Madrid Eipana publishes details of the revolution

which has broken out on several points of the republic of
San Domingo. The province of Saybo gave the first signal,and on the 7th of July proclaimed itself independent
of the capital. On the next .lay the province of Santiago
followed its example, and on the 10th the town of Puerto
Plaoa joined the movement. 'Phe Btpamn' » letters ascribe
this risiug to the indlgnat ion caused on the discovery of a
scheme of President Baez to effect a grand and profitable
operation in new tobacco, by menus of an illegitimate; is-
sue of paper money. The republic of Saybo has pro-
claimed (ten. Santana first its President.

Tub Expkkss Roiidkky at Madison..This robbery, so

far, proves to iiave been committed by an " expert,"
who has yet succeeded in hiding, an well ok stealing tlie
money. A skilful detective from Chicago, who had been
sent for to Madison, has returne<l ; while another from
Buffalo, we learn, given up the business as a bad job. The
Express Company have offered the following rewards
$1,500 to be paid for the arrest and conviction of the
thief or thieves, and the recovery of the money ; $1,000
for the recovery of the money alone, or in that proportion
for any amount recovered, or $500 for the arrest and con-
vietion of the thief or thieves, 'lhe actual amount stolen
is $16,004 29, and is in bank notes, gold, and bonds, as
follows: $4,000 American gold: $652 21 sovereigns,
thalers, and Napoleons ; $5,000 California State bonds ;
$.1,122 92 Eastern, Now York, New England curreucy ;
$3,518 81 Illinois and Wisconsin currency.

| Milirtmkte Nric*.

We copy the following from the Columbus (Misissippi)
Democrat; J. M. Ater, mail cairier lietween Oxford and
Saruptu, Miss., was arrested by D. P. Blair, special agent
of the Post Office Department, on Saturday last, on a

charge of robbing the mails. Evidence of Ills guilt was
found on his person in half notes, drafts, Ac., abstracted
from the mails at different times since May lost. A key
to the mail sack was found on his person, by which he
gained access to the mails. He was bound over to the
United States court, at Pontotoc, in the sum of$3,000, in
default, of which he was committed to jail. Ater is a

young man, and up to the time of his arrest bore a good
character.

From the Memphis Appeal
DINNEK TO UOL. JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Tha democracy of Da Soto county, Mississippi, gave to

the gallant Davis a most Ourdial, hospitable, luid com
plimenbtry welcine at Hernaudo on Saturday last. '11a;

ijuiet and unostentatious manner iu which he reached the
town prevented the citizens Hour extending to hhu, as

we 8up|MMe was originally designed, a formal reception
on Ids arrival. Op Saturday last, an excellent dinner
modestly called a Imnket collation was prejmrod and
Betred In ths court-house enclosure, of which a huge
number of ladies and gentlemen partook. But previ-
ous to tlie ducutuvu of creature comforts, provided iu
euch lavish profusion by our Lhe Soto neighbors, Colonel
Davis addressed his fellow-citizens substantially as ful-
lows I I

Col. Davis said : 'l'hat he was most happy to meet his
fellow-citizens of De Soto county, from whont he had basii
separated for six years, and to iiml on his return so many

evidences of progress and prosperity. The rapid current
of events lrud during the period of separation brought
many changes, and presented issues winch ih any other
era would require a century to bring forth. Among
those changes, and that which was most gratifying to
him, was the steady and rapid progress of the doctrines
of State rights and the practical exhibition of southern
Independence. Tire first was thu great corncr-stoue upon
which the constitution rested, and the second was necessaryto its preservation and the perpetuity of the Union.
The antigonisui of sectional interests, and the differences
<>f political theory which rendered the compromises of
the constitution so difficult of adjustment, only rendered
them possible because they were the differences between
nearly equal parties, lyes now than then could we hope,
from generosity of fraternity, concessions from the North
which we have not the power to demand.
The late administration, his connexion with which had

been alluded to in complimentary terms by his friend,
(len. Nelins, wus one witli which he had become connectedboth itgainst his personal wishes and interests. I ft acceptinga position in the cabinet he acted in obedience to
hiS Mississippi friends, who supposed that he might l»c of
some service in the federal gotcromcnt. His shattered
health at the time required repose, and tile ifftSlrtomble
controversy of 1851 wus one which he desired to sec to
its final termination. For many yeais, from considerationsboth of political and personal friendship, lie hud
entertained unfaltering confidence in Franklin Fierce, as

an honest man, a patriotic statesman, ami a sincere adherentof the doctrine of strict construction and State
rights for which he (Col. Davis) was unsuccessfully struy
gling witcn he but hud the pleasure of meeting and
mingling with the people of l)e Soto county. By the
principles enunciated and the policy pursued by l'res-
ident Fierce he expected now and in all future time
to stand or fall. If, as ho inferred from the language of j,
Gen. Nclms, the delegate to receive and welcome him on

this occasion, the late l'resident has met your expecta-
tions in tills regard, Colonel Davis felt himself fully com-

pensatod for any sucrifiee which the office of Secretary rc-

quired him to make. To President Pierce the approltutiouof the right-minded people of the Union will be the
more grateful ami cheering because, even in his retirement,
ho his pursued by the cxcciutlons of the abolitionists and
public plunderers of the land. i

He referred at sonic length to the mal-treatineut and
suffering of the insane paupers, and spoke in terms of
high commendation of the philanthropic efforts of Miss
Dix, who cattle like an angel into the dungeon of the
chained maniac.oftentimes by her gentleness subduing
his rage, casting off his fetters, and restoring him to quiet
and rest. What wonder that such exhibitions should ex-

cite the sympathies of all who were cognizant of them,
and that It liuppened that various legislatures, fixing
their eye intently 011 the end, and disregarding the means
by which it was to be accomplished, memorialized Con-
gress in favor of granting lands of the public domain for
the establishment of asylums in the various States. Con-
gress, responding to the pressure, enacted a law granting
land for the purpose but President Fierce, though he
had neither less of feeling for the indigent insane, or

willingness from his own purse to relieve their sufferings,
turned, as a public agent, to the constitution of the United
Cfofoo 00 fJi*. <vstiilin,r fafar nf Inn nnlifitMil winHnrf, nnH

finding therein no warrant of authority which made the
Congress the grand almoner of the nation, and conferred
upon it power to establish eleemosynary institutions, he
put his veto upon the act, and returned it to the Con-
press, where it failed by tire want of the constitutional
majority required in such cases, lii like manner he met
various measures by which it was proposed, at the CX-

pense of the people of the whole country, and especially
of tho citizens of the Mouth, to make internal improve-
mcnts with such fortunate localities as should be able, to
command a majority of congressional rotes.
Among other cases he particularly referred to the deep-

ning of the moutli of the Mississippi, which, however im-
portant to himself and those who heard him, only con-

stituted more strongly, for that reason, n case in which
they were bound to assert and maintain their principles,
as declared and reiterated in national and State eonven-

tions, in the legislature and popular bodies, and by which
they were early luid consistently arrayed in opposition to >

internal improvements' by the federal government. He
characterized the whole system as demoralizing, corrupt-
ing, and most dangerous to a pure administration of fed-
crui affairs, and deeply regretted that the Executive veto
hail keen overruled by the ardent desire to get possession (

of the public treasure for particular, but not a few, works
of internal improvements. What boots it that a man '

shall call himself a democrat, if, upon the great questions
which divide parties, ho shall Ire found in overy conflict i

ncting with the enemy ? and when wc have been beaten in <

combat after combat, It can but little console us that he
still returns to our powerful camp to share in the issue
of the rations which still belongs to democracy, as a ra«ority,to distribute. It is the steady maintenance of this
»nd all other principles of our party which constitute the
nationality of the democracy ; and if the national democracycannot agree upon any cardinal principle of its faith,
it should be frankly avowed, or, rather, the reverse should
never have been declared.
He reviewed the various appointments to the gubernatorialoffice of Kansas, and alike exempted from censure

t>oth Mr. Pierce and Mr. Buchanan for the errors or mis. onductof their appointees, upon the ground that their
antecedents gave them no [saver to anticipate any diffi:nlty.He found nothing in the instructions given to
[Jovemor Walker which authorised his intervention to
mould the institutions of Kansas and dictate to the inhabitantsof the Territory and to their delegates in oon-

vention, not only what they should, but must do. For
ids pro-consular tone ro6o even to that height. He said
he considered the convention invested with full power to
Form a constitution, and either to submit it to the terri-
torial inhabitants or to send it direct to Congress, in or-

ler that Kansas might he admitted as a State into the
ITnion. He thought much error had arisen from the
Failure to bear in mind the difference between this
convention of a Territory and a convention representingthe sovereign jteoplo of u State. He referred to
the doctrine of squatter sovereignty as one which he
had always considered a fallacy, and pointed gen-
jrally to the disastrous consequences which had flow-
ed from it. But he said, leaving that us a question
which had Irocn discussed in other times, he now only
presented the view which was confined to the present
ondiflon of the Territory under the prevailing theory
vnd practice.. When the convention formed the constitution,though they should refer it and it should receive
the sanction of every man, woman, and child who might
then chance to be in the Territory, this joint action of
the convention and the inhabitants could give no effect
to the instrument whicli had been formed. A Territory
tuui two constituencies the people and the federal government.'The r&tilication in the case of a State conventionwould be final, as the authority to convene would
ilso necessarily come from the people of a State. It be-
ng, then, too plain for elucidation that it is only by the
ulmission of a State into the Union that the constitution
tdoptod in thin territorial convention can have any value
)r practical effect, anil an it wiw moat desirable to separate
lie question of the domi"stic institutions of tiiia incipient
state from all intervention, whether congressional or execu-

;ivc, it had seemed to him that the shortest was the beat
outc that is, that the convention should form a constitu-
foil, and send it direct to the Congress, asking to he recigniseilas a State and to Is' admitted into the Union.
His long acquaintance and close relations witli the l'reiti-
lent whilst ho was a private citixon did not permit him
o doubt hi* willingness and his ability to hold the scale*
ven between the contending sections ; so lie hail no fear
hat the influence of the President would he used to se:urethe speedy admission of the Stab-, recognising the
-ight of the convention, as the representative of the laxly
xilitic of Kansas, to deride the question as to whether
lie constitution should lie submitted to a popular vote or
rot.
He alluded at sqpie length to the political history of

3ov. Walker, and spoke of him as one whose talents and
loquirements had commamled hi* admiration, anil towardswhom he had for many years held the kindest
lerxonal relations. He expected of Gov. Walker when
le wont to Karma* to discharge his duties fairly toward*
he contending parties, whilst lie hail good reason to beievethat in his feeling* he would he on the side of the
iro-xlaverv man. He read, therefore, with equal regret
ind surprise, his fnauguiul address and Topeka speech. 'i

He hod tbe beet authority for believing that the aduiiuisnationwit Dot responsible for tire language employed by
[lot. Walker or the reasons he urged. Col. Davis cop
iiirrod in tbe action of the democratic convention of Mi*
Hi.seippi in its censure of the attempt to dictate to the
convention of Kansas, and to argue, from climatic laws,
libit the institution of Africau slavery was unsulted to thu
Territory of Kansas. His argument might hp true where
be located it, on the snow-covered mountaiuB and up
|s plains of Kansas Irat it was delusive, because in tlraf
[rart of the ouuntry there is not, met for a period longer
than lie could foresee would not Is-, an agricultural
[reputation. 'The meteorological condition of the
country would render it utinl for cultivation, wlutiiverits temperature might be. 'lire inlrahitahle.
tillable portion of Kartsos lies cast of the isothermal
line drawn through these upper plains, and is port
of the valley which forms the most productive por
lion of lire State of Missouri in the great staples of

hemp turd tobocoo. Theae staples have only been successfullycultivated by slave labor, aud he did not doubt that
slave property would be equally permanent, If duly protectedin Kansas; and If there was any sincerity in the
oft-repeated declaration of our northern friends that they
were willing to leave the qucstiou to be settled by soil
and climate, wo Itod a right to call u|ton them now to
manifest a fairness and fraternity which la-longs alike to
the constitutional compact and our |>arty affiliation with
them.
The democratic convention of Mississippi pro[*rly retusodto involve the administration in the censure affiiM

fo the conduct of Governor Walker; but if it should
hereafter appear, of which he would take occasion to say
that he hud not the least apprehension, that the adminis
tration was responsible for Governor Walker's offensive
intervention, then, as the censure attached to the fact,
and was not measured by the individual, it would news

sirily follow that It must fall upon the administration,
and in proportion ns the power und dignity of the offr-n
der was increased, so should the severity of the censure

be augmented.
lie then adverted to the practical question which would

probably lie presented to the next Congress, Whether tbe
((institution should be referred or not to the people It
was more than probable that a constitution which did
not exclude and therefore would recognise the right to
bold slave property in the new Mats, would b« submitted
(<1 Mi* Congress. The inquiry would hardly be limited
to the tact of its being republican in Its character, and if
it should turn out that the Btute should be refused sd
mission, he could be glad to know the meaning of the
platform of the majority of 1831, In relation to the ap
plication of a State tolerating slavery and being refused
admission Into the Union. As a representative of the
Kiair, it behooved him to know in order that he might
truly represent the will of the people. It wus true tlint
he had learned, nn<4 rejoiced to know, that the Union
l«rty of 1851 had with considerable unanimity now

joined the State-rights party of De Soto. It was not,
therefore, to recall former distinctions, hut to learn from
those who had tlio best opportunity to know tbe meaningof the declarations then uttered.
He suid in the moral progress of the few post years

we tifl'l guinea mucii in vimiiuauoii vi uc ukviuuioi;
servitude of Africans, an right both In the abstract awl
the concrete. Northern men, to some extent, have not

only moderated their opposition by a better comprehensionof the subject, but, what is much more important to
us, southern apologist* for slavery have ceased to exist
We no longer hear in our inidst inen who speak of slavery
n« a necessary evil, to be borne because it cannot be gottenrid of. Free discussion and 0 broader inquiry have
taught them that it is a blessing to the African who has
beau transferred from u barbarian to rt civilised master,
and that the horrors of the slave-trade arc the offspring
of the efforts to suppress it. As a political question, he
thought our fathers did right to prohibit the traffic in Africanslaves, but that they did wrong to declare it plrSCJ,
the African master having the same right to sell his slave
that lie had to dispose of any other species of property
To teach the barbarian how to labor, to enlighten his
joul by the divine teachings of Christianity, to develop
the resources of our country, to give employment and
save from starvation millions hi other lands, and genrttllyto increase the comfort of the human family, has
been the effect of substituting African for Indian labor ;

ind the candid historian who, in after ages, shall review
the events of our time, will And much more to commend
in that domestic institution which lias brought upon the
South the anathemas of abolitionists at home and abroad.

Col. Davis, in a most impressive and effective manner,
invited their attention, as a part of the general plan inauguratedby our southern railroad improvement for

building up on a durable basis the independence of the
South, to the necessity of making liberal provision for
home education. He thought that southern schools should
be preferred and encouraged, that normal institutions for
-I 1 i.1 1 «u..i,i I tw .||
U1C C<UUUIUUU VCIM.UC10 OJtVUlU UV vpwviw;..-.-, .ichool-booksshould be closely examined by a Imurd to be
ippointed by the legislature, and that competent southernm«i should, by all proper and legal means, l>e sustainedin their efforts to furnish works of this kind. In
this way tho Bouth might avoid the abolition poison introducedthrough this channel.
He concluded his remarks by a handsome and graceful

illusion to the ladies who hod honored him with their
presence and patient attention.

LATER FROM HAVANA.

By way of Charleston we have Havana dates to tho
)th inst., inclusive. The Havana correspondent of tli*
Charleston Courier writes :

'Hiere have been one or two deaths of oflicers of
onk in the Bpauish army lately, and I hear sad accounts
>f the numbers of deaths among the Spanish soldiers and
tutors. Amongst the crews of the American vessels
icre there are also a great many cases. In the city itself
;ho public health is improving.
Lieut. Boggs, in returning tlianks to Capt. Gonzales, of

he Blasco de Gamy, for the assistance rendered to the
llinois by the former ship, presented her crow with three
mndrcd dollars.
The corresjiondence tliat took place between the two

(cntleincn will be found in the IMario dc la Marina
>ia. . 1. ..c ii.i. :.t...i i... ii,.
XIIU KWIUU1UOT1, ui WIIB muuiu U «.

uking the bonds of the Spanish Bank of Havana to
he extent of one-fourth of all dues payable to the gov:mment.
Mr. Sullivan, ft brother of Ijord PulmersUm, British

hargd d'affaires and consul general in Peru, has been «*

iftKsinated at Lima.
The Illinois, after having been seventy-two hours on

he Colorados, was hauled off by the Spanish war steam
ship Blasco -de Gamy, and the Empire City. She is believednot to have sustained any material damage, and
[>roceeded to New York at noon on the 29th ult. Among
Iter passengers are the captain and crew of the threemastedschooner George Sheffield, of Stonington, wreck,
xl on the Serrano keys, some little time since.
The Illinois passengers were nearly all brought to this

,-ity by the Spanish steamer General Lerzo, and so sensibleare they of the great kindness shown them by her
ornmander, Lieut. Revira, and his mate, that they have
held a meeting in this city, and resolved to purchase and
present to the above-named gentlemen a substantial testimonialof their gratitude.
There arc still the shares of nearly sixty joint-stock

companies in our market, and I fear that, after all, some
of the holders of them will repent their temerity.
The AimScenes de Hegla Bunk (Fesseis) gives notice

that it is prepared to pay in full all money# held by it en

leposite, or on account current, lids, you will reraeni
her, is the Wink that suspended payment for a whole
week.
A gentleman who came to this city from Cardenas by

-teamboat. a few days ago, told me yesterday that he Iwl
mm two slavers on Arc at the Cays between Cardenas and
Nfatanzas. I am also informed that a cargo of Africans
were recently disembarked at Mariel ; thus it will be
eon that, despite the efforts of our captain-general, the
dave trade continues to be carried on to a considerable
stent throe cargoes of slaves having, ns we here know,

l>ocn landed within a single week. How many have been
landed without our being awure of it f. -who can tell.' '
un sorry to report the decease of a child who came [*>
enger in the Illinois. 1 also heard last evening there
was a lady left behind in this city whose life is despaired
" * «v»»u «M«1 uuuwiflKuj < bU lllf HUI1 iu»'.'
>f the steerage passengers by the Illinois, whilst in this
;ity, anil from many of them having partaken voracious
ly of our luscious tempting fruit, whilst here, it will i»leedl*i extraordinary if many of them are not attacked
t>y yellow fever liefore they reach New York.

A London correspondent writes : '' learning thai the
iueen wan to leave Buckingham Palace at an early hour
thia morning, for Scotland, I weut in good time to the
,>la«v <if observation, and found about a hundred other
ipectators assembled. The royal family and attendant#
iccupied four carriages, while the luggage tilled six large
wagons. A small company of Horse Guards, fourteen in
lumber, took the lead from the palace to the railroad
lepot ; then came the carriage of the Uuccn and Prion
fclbcrt, followed by the remainder of the family. I had
i good view of the Jnoori; her face Is very piuro)) and
oay, miiuli more so than is often seen, even In Kngland,
which is noted for healthy-looking women. She was tha
leraonitication of health and happineaa; and Prince Al>crt,who sat hy her side, and Is a very good-looking wan,
tppeared e<|ually happy."
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